Oxford and Its Story

fellows forming one class, and thirty were demies,
forming another, whose tenure was limited and who
were given half the allowance of the fellows. They
had no special claim to promotion to fellowships.
For their instruction a Grammar Master and an usher
were provided; when they were well skilled in
Grammar, they were to be taught Logic and Sophistry
by the college lecturers, whilst three "Readers," in
Natural and Moral Philosophy and Theology, chosen
out of the University, were to provide the higher
teaching in Arts and Theology. And all this
teaching, in Theology and Philosophy, and also in
Grammar, was to be given free to all comers at the
expense of the college.

In 1481 Waynflete, full of pride in his new founda-
tion, " the most noble and rich structure in the learned
world," persuaded Edward IV. to come over from
Woodstock and see it. The King came at a few
hours' notice. But as the royal cavalcade drew near
the North Gate of the town, a little after sunset, it was
met by the Chancellor and the masters of the Uni-
versity and a great number of persons carrying lighted
torches. The King and his courtiers were hospitably
received at Magdalen. On the morrow the President
delivered a congratulatory address, and the King made
a gracious reply; then he and his followers joined in
a solemn procession round the precincts and the cloister
of the college.

Two years later Richard III. was very similarly
welcomed by the University and entertained at
Magdalen. On this occasion the King was regaled
with two disputations in the hall. Richard declared
himself very well pleased; and it is just possible that
he was. For one of the disputants was William
Grocyn, who was rewarded with a buck and three
marks for his pains.
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